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BOOTH WESTERN ART MUSEUM INDUCTED INTO ATLANTA COUNTRY MUSIC HALL OF FAME 

Cartersville, Ga. – On November 26, 2005, the Booth Western Art Museum received the 2005 Organization Award from the Atlanta Country Music Hall of Fame. This award officially inducts the Booth Museum into the Hall of Fame. The Organization Award recognizes the Museum’s “efforts to incorporate music into our overall interpretation of the Western American experience,” said Seth Hopkins, Executive Director of the Booth Western Art Museum.


Museum staff member Jim Dunham, Director of Special Projects, was also inducted into the Atlanta Country Music Hall of Fame. Dunham presents a variety of programs at the Museum including fast and fancy gun handling, the history and culture of the Plains Indians and a humorous delivery of facts about the Old West. Dunham also performs with co-worker Doc Stovall, who is the Museum’s Entertainment and Sponsorship Manager and resident balladeer. During performances, Stovall sings and Dunham provides the history and cultural ties of the music through story telling and comedy. “It’s the historical setting that makes the music important,” said Dunham. Stovall was inducted into the Atlanta Country Music Hall of Fame in 2004. 


Hopkins believes music helps the Museum achieve its goal of getting people interested in art and the history of the West. “We generally try to include music in all our major events,” said Hopkins. “We bring in nationally know musical acts to participate in the Southeastern Cowboy Symposium in October, the Georgia Cowboy Poetry Gathering in March and the Museum’s Birthday Party in August. The Museum also hosts concerts by Western musicians and groups at least three times per year. In addition, Western music is incorporated into school programs on a regular basis, with staff members performing Western songs or leading school groups in sing-a-long sessions.”

“We are the only entity in the state of Georgia that promotes cowboy music,” said Stovall. “We preserve the value and integrity of it [the music], and we use it everyday.” 


“The Booth takes pride in knowing Jim Dunham and Doc Stovall have been recognized by their peers for excellence in this field,” said Hopkins. “The Museum would not be able to incorporate Western music and other forms of Western entertainment into our activities were it not for the talented staff people who coordinate and perform these programs.”  

  
Previous recipients of the Organization Award include WSB Radio, the City of Atlanta, Columbia Records, the Georgia Music Hall of Fame and the Georgia Mountain Fair. 

About the Atlanta Country Music Hall of Fame

The Atlanta Country Music Hall of Fame was formed in 1982 to honor people and organizations for their contributions and achievements in the Country/Western/Hillbilly/ Bluegrass Music Industry on the National, State and local levels. 

About the Booth Western Art Museum

The Booth Western Art Museum is an 80,000 square foot museum located in Cartersville, Georgia, where guests are invited to explore the American West through contemporary Western artwork. The Museum also features a Presidential Gallery, a Civil War art gallery and Sagebrush Ranch, featuring hands-on art activities and areas for role-playing, storytelling and reading all with a Western flair. Visitors to Booth Museum also enjoy the intimate downtown setting with unique specialty and antique shops, boutiques and nationally featured restaurants all within walking distance of the Museum. Open since August 2003, the Booth Museum is the only museum of its kind in the Southeast and is the second largest museum in the state of Georgia. For more information about the Booth Western Art Museum call 770-387-1300 or visit www.boothmuseum.org. 
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