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LOCAL ART MUSEUM COMMEMORATES LEWIS AND CLARK

Cartersville, Ga. – The Booth Western Art Museum invites you to join them as they commemorate the bicentennial of the Lewis and Clark Expedition December 8, 2005, to April 9, 2006. 

To honor the Expedition, the Booth Western Art Museum will feature a special art exhibit by Montana artist Charles Fritz. The exhibit, called Charles Fritz: An Artist with the Corps of Discovery, includes 67 paintings which retrace the path of the Expedition, recording the journey as Fritz believes the Corps of Discovery experienced it. Fritz’s paintings, which took nearly seven years to complete, bring Lewis and Clark’s Expedition to life and seem to transport the viewer back in time two hundred years. The Booth Western Art Museum will be the only venue for this exhibit in the Southeast.

Other commemoration activities include lectures, children’s programs, and special performances. On December 9, 2005, David Walburn will present Lewis and Clark – West for America for school groups and on December 10, 2005, for the public. Through historical images, scenic photographs and original songs, Walburn will recreate the Lewis and Clark Expedition on the stage of the Grand Theater in downtown Cartersville, Georgia. Then, on January 4, 2006, and again on February 11, 2006, Cathy Kaemmerlen will perform Sacajawea Speaks. During this performance, Kaemmerlen will share the story of Lewis and Clark through the eyes of Sacajawea, the young Shoshone woman who accompanied the Corps of Discovery on their journey and served as an interpreter for the Expedition. There will also be special children’s activities, field trip opportunities for school groups, and guest speakers throughout the coming months.  Among the featured programs is a puppet show, Lewis and Clark: A Dog’s Eye View, presented by the Puppetry Arts Institute of Independence, Missouri, at the Booth Museum on January 14, 2006.

The bicentennial commemoration of the Lewis and Clark Expedition is a nationwide event. President George W. Bush declared 2003-2006 as the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial on July 1, 2002. “I ask all Americans to observe this event with appropriate activities that honor the achievements of the Lewis and Clark Expedition,” said President Bush in his declaration. As part of the commemoration, communities across the nation, from Virginia to Oregon, are organizing events. Through the art exhibit and activities at the Booth Western Art Museum people living in the Southeast can be a part of the Bicentennial, too.


Bicentennial events at the Booth Western Art Museum begin December 8, 2005 and will conclude when the art exhibit closes on April 9, 2006. “We are happy we can provide the opportunity for people in the Southeast to be part of this national event,” said Seth Hopkins, Executive Director of the Booth Western Art Museum. For more information on upcoming events at the Booth Western Art Museum, please visit www.boothmuseum.org.  Robert R. Archer, President of the National Council of the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial, described the bicentennial as, “an opportunity for us as a nation to learn about the expedition, enhance cultural awareness and to acknowledge the traditions and sacredness of the land.”

About the Booth Western Art Museum

The Booth Western Art Museum is an 80,000 square foot museum located in Cartersville, Georgia, where guests are invited to explore the American West through contemporary Western artwork. The Museum also features a Presidential Gallery, a Civil War art gallery and Sagebrush Ranch, featuring hands-on art activities and areas for role-playing, storytelling and reading all with a Western flair. Visitors to Booth Museum also enjoy the intimate downtown setting with unique specialty and antique shops, boutiques and nationally featured restaurants all within walking distance of the Museum. Open since August 2003, the Booth Museum is the only museum of its kind in the Southeast and is the second largest museum in the state of Georgia. To learn more about the Booth Western Art Museum, visit www.boothmuseum.org. 
About the National Council for the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial

The National Council for the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial is a private, nonprofit organization Congressionally designated to coordinate the National Lewis and Clark Bicentennial Commemoration. To learn more about the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial, visit www.lewisandclark200.org.
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