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Booth Western Art Museum to Celebrate the 2nd Annual

 National Day of the American Cowboy


CARTERSVILLE, GA –The Booth Western Art Museum invites everyone to celebrate the 2nd Annual National Day of the American Cowboy by visiting the Museum on Saturday, July 22.

 In recognition of this special day, all visitors to the Museum will receive half price admission and visitors dressed in cowboy attire will receive free admission.  Children dressed in cowboy attire will receive a free cookie in the Museum Café.  Western movies will be shown in the Booth Theatre throughout the day, and visitors of all ages may participate in an outdoor calf roping activity.  Visitors will also be automatically entered in a door prize drawing to be announced that evening.

The National Day of the Cowboy campaign was conceived by American Cowboy magazine publisher Bill Bales after the magazine received numerous comments in regard to the question, “Why does America Need the Cowboy?”  Due to the overwhelming response, the magazine then asked, “Does the Cowboy Need His Day?”  

From the many positive and enthusiastic responses, Bales and others at American Cowboy drafted a resolution in 2004, which included the following, “A resolution designating a day as ‘The National Day of the American Cowboy’ and encouraging people to recognize the cowboy and the cowgirl for their enduring contribution to the courageous, pioneering spirit of America.”

Wyoming US Senator Craig Thomas was enthusiastic the campaign would give national recognition to the American Cowboy.  With the support of six other bi-partisan Senators, a Resolution was passed in the Senate on May 12, 2005, which named July 23, 2005 the first official National Day of the Cowboy.  The senators recognized that the cowboy “play[s] a significant role in America’s culture and economy.”  President George W. Bush showed his support for the event by sending a letter to Senator Thomas just a few days prior to the July 23 celebration.

Thomas introduced a second resolution in the Senate on February 14, 2006 asking that July 22, 2006 be recognized as the second annual National Day of the American Cowboy.  Thomas hopes the fourth Saturday in July will be permanently proclaimed the National Day of the Cowboy.  If resolutions recognizing the day are passed for several years in a row, then the Judiciary Committee will consider naming the celebration in perpetuity.  

Executive Director of the Booth Museum Seth Hopkins said, “The American cowboy remains a worldwide symbol of America, representing freedom, independence, and rugged individualism.  While many think the cowboy is only an image from days gone by, cowboys are still out there doing the same job they did more than 100 years ago, sometimes using modern tools, yet there are still some things that can only be done from the back of a horse.  Without cowboys it would be pretty difficult to find a good steak at an affordable price.  We at the Booth are proud to recognize the legacy of the American cowboy, in both historical and modern times.  We invite the public to help us celebrate by visiting the Booth Museum, where they can see the American cowboy at work, rest and play throughout our art collection.”
To help get continued support for the event, American Cowboy is asking people to review and sign the petition they have made available on their Web site (http://cowboyday.cowboy.com/).  A copy of the petition will be available for people to sign at the front desk of the Museum on National Day of the Cowboy as well.  The magazine is also encouraging people to contact their local government officials to voice their support of the campaign.

About the Booth Western Art Museum:

The Booth Western Museum is an 80,000 square foot museum located in Cartersville, Georgia, where guests are invited to explore the American West through contemporary Western artwork.  The Museum also features a Presidential Gallery, a Civil War art gallery, and Sagebrush Ranch – a children’s interactive gallery - featuring hands-on art activities and areas for role-playing, storytelling and reading, all presented with a Western flair.  Visitors to Booth Museum also enjoy the intimate downtown setting with unique specialty and antique shops, boutiques, and nationally featured restaurants, all within walking distance of the Museum.  Open since August 2003, the Booth Museum is the only museum of its kind in the Southeast and is the second largest museum in the state of Georgia.  For more information about the Booth Western Art Museum call 

770-387-1300 or visit www.boothmuseum.org.
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