Jimmy Carter Sculpture to be Unveiled on President’s Day

On Presidents Day, February 20, 2006, the Booth Western Art Museum will unveil a bronze bust of former President Jimmy Carter in honor of his service to the citizens of Georgia, the United States, and the people he has helped around the world.  The Booth Western Art Museum, in Cartersville, Georgia, showcases a unique presidential collection.  In a gallery loosely modeled after the White House, each U.S. president is represented by an original one-page signed letter.  These letters are accompanied by a photograph of each president, or a photographic reproduction of a painting, along with text detailing their presidency and putting the letter in context for visitors.  The gallery also contains sculptures depicting several of these important leaders.  

Award winning sculptor Julia Knight was selected by the museum to create this important work of art based on her experience in producing portraits of other leading Georgians.  In attempting to capture Carter’s likeness and his importance to the country, Knight has abandoned the toothy grin that became Carter’s identifying feature to many Americans.  Instead she focuses on his intensity, courage, devotion to duty, and the weight of the issues he faced during his four troubled years in office.  

Knight created her portrait working from dozens of photographs of Carter she obtained from the Jimmy Carter Presidential Library in Atlanta.  The finished work, currently being cast at Knight’s foundry in Italy, will measure approximately 24 inches high, 20 inches wide and 16 inches deep and weigh nearly 100 pounds.  The Museum is currently constructing a suitable base of for the sculpture.    

Hostages in Iran, double-digit inflation, nuclear proliferation, a Russian invasion of Afghanistan, and a gas crisis all caused Carter to search deeply within himself for solutions for these problems and the courage to make the proper choice.  These decisions include the U.S. boycott of the Moscow Olympics, the freezing of domestic oil prices, raising interest rates in an effort to control inflation, and the ending of wheat sales to the Soviet Union.  Knight shows Carter in deep thought, his brow furrowed, yet retaining the piercing eyes that were one of his best-known features.  Despite the troubled times that marked Carter’s presidency he also achieved significant accomplishments during his four-year term.  Carter negotiated the Camp David Accord between Israel and Egypt, initiated the return of the Panama Canal, elevated the Energy Department to a cabinet level department, and negotiated the SALT II treaty with the Soviet Union.  This work honors Carter for the leadership qualities he showed during four years in the White House, and perhaps of equal importance, those same qualities he has exhibited as America’s most active former President.

From his service as a Sunday school teacher, to his work with Habitat for Humanity, and numerous diplomatic missions around the globe, Carter has continued to support the causes of peace and freedom throughout his lifetime.  In 1982 he founded the Carter Center as a forum for issues related to diplomacy and human rights.  He has also traveled widely to monitor elections, conduct peace negotiations and establish relief efforts.  These actions were recognized with the awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize in 2002, "for his decades of untiring effort to find peaceful solutions to international conflicts, to advance democracy and human rights, and to promote economic and social development.”  It is in similar fashion that the Booth Western Art Museum will officially unveil and dedicate the bronze bust of former President Carter on February 20, 2006.    

About Jimmy Carter:

James Earl Carter, Jr., was born October 1, 1924 in Plains, Georgia.  He was the first U.S. President to be born in a hospital.  After completing high school Carter studied at Georgia Southwestern College, Georgia Institute of Technology, and Union College before receiving his degree from the United States Naval Academy in 1946.  Carter became a submarine office and seemed destined for a career in the military.  However, he resigned his commission when his father died in 1953, and he returned home to run the family peanut farming operation.  

He soon became interested in politics, serving as a local school board member and state senator before being elected Governor of Georgia in 1970.  Carter ran a successful campaign for the presidency in 1976, emphasizing his status as a political outsider.  He campaigned on a platform favoring smaller government and restoring the dignity of the office of the presidency in the wake of the Watergate scandal.

About Julia Knight:

Julia Trawick Knight is a native of Cedartown, Georgia.  She began her art studies at the University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee, and then transferred to the Ringling School of Art in Sarasota, Florida where she studied sculpture and figure painting.  While in Sarasota she completed a four-year apprenticeship with well-known sculptor Leslie Posey, and later completed an additional year of training at the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts.  In 1979 she opened her own studio in Rome, Georgia, focusing on sculptural portraits.  In the 1980s the artist retired from sculpting to raise a family and help restore a historic family home near Cartersville, Georgia.  In 1996, Knight returned to sculptural portrait work.

Knight’s works have been exhibited in museums throughout the Southeast and at prestigious shows such as the National Sculpture Society’s Annual Exhibition.  One of her works was also selected for inclusion in the prestigious annual exhibition at the Catharine Lorillard Wolfe Art Club in New York City.  She has been commissioned to create important memorials for Berry College, the Darlington School, and the Summer Hill Alumni Association.

About the Booth Western Art Museum:

The Booth Western Art Museum is an 80,000 square foot museum located in Cartersville, Georgia, where guests are invited to explore the American West through contemporary Western artwork. The Museum also features a Presidential Gallery, a Civil War art gallery and Sagebrush Ranch, featuring hands-on art activities and areas for role-playing, storytelling and reading all with a Western flair. Visitors to Booth Museum also enjoy the intimate downtown setting with unique specialty and antique shops, boutiques and nationally featured restaurants all within walking distance of the Museum. Open since August 2003, the Booth Museum is the only museum of its kind in the Southeast and is the second largest museum in the state of Georgia. For more information about the Booth Western Art Museum call 770-387-1300 or visit www.boothmuseum.org. 

