
Booth Western Art Museum 
K - 1st Cowboys, Indians and Art Tour 

Pre- and Post Visit Activities  
For Students Visiting the Museum 

 
Dear Teacher,  
 

In a few weeks, you and your class will be visiting the Booth Western Art Museum.   
We hope it will be both educational and fun for your students. Your group is sched-
uled to take the Cowboys, Indians and Art Tour, which introduces children to basic 
art concepts such as line, shape and color while enhancing their observation skills 
through developmentally appropriate activities designed around the Museum’s  
collection.  
 

The following are pre- and post visit activities for students visiting the Museum.  
Please give your class background information on the West and participate in some  
of these activities in order to make their field trip to the Museum more meaningful. 
 
Objectives: 
Students will 

1. Learn about how artists use line, shape and color in their artwork.  
2. Use art assessment techniques to make personal judgments about the work.  

 
Vocabulary: 
             Line - straight, broken, zigzag, curved, wavy, spiral 
             Shape - circle, oval, square, rectangle, triangle 
             Color - Primary, Secondary, Warm and Cool colors 
             Two-dimensional and Three-dimensional  

Cowboy, Indian 
 
Suggested Topics to Discuss: 

1.   “Language of Art”  words – Line, Shape, Light, Value, Color, Texture,  
      Focal Point 
2. Native Americans in the West 
3. Cowboys in the West 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Pre Visit  ACTIVITIES: 
L ines Outline Shapes:  
1.  Give students pieces of paper and invite them to sketch along 
with you. 
2.  Draw a circle, a square, and a triangle.  Point out that each of 
these shapes is made up of curved and bent lines. Each is a familiar 
basic shape that is created by connecting lines. 
3. Look at simple objects such as an apple, a bottle, or a vase.  
Draw an outline of the shapes.  (This kind of drawing is called 
contour or outline drawing.) 

4. Talk about the different kinds of lines that artists use. Draw different kinds of lines  
inside the objects to make a design.  
 
Primary Colors: 
There are three pr imary colors:  red, yellow, and blue.  These colors are called  
primary colors because you mix them to create all the colors of the rainbow. 

1.    Display the three primary colors.  Brainstorm things often associated with each 
color. 

                   Yellow---sun, lemons, school buses, f lowers 
                   Blue---sky, water, jeans, eyes 
                   Red---apples, roses, hearts, traffic lights 
2.    Discuss how each color has certain feelings associated with it. 
                   Yellow---cheerful 
                   Blue---cool or sad 
                  Red---angry or hot 
3. Invite students to look around the room and identify red ob-

jects.   
      Does red look the same each time or are there different shades?  
4. Take a red object and compare how light or dark the red seems to be  
      depending on whether it is located in a dark place or out in the sunlight.   
      Help students conclude that any color may be altered by the amount of light that 

surrounds it. 
 
Color M ixing 
Have students mix primary colors to make secondary colors.  
Red + Yellow = Orange 
Red + Blue = Violet 
Yellow + Blue = Green 
 
Read Picasso (Getting to Know the World’s Greatest Ar tists) by Mike Venezia.  
They will see a painting done in the cubist style Picasso was famous for. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Post Visit ACTIVITIES: 
 
Stand ‘ Em Up:  Students combine pairs of two-dimensional shapes and make into 
three-dimensional forms. 

1. Students cut two small identical squares or rectangles from colored construction 
paper. Shapes should not be larger than 5”  tall. 

2.   Students hold the two papers together and cut a slit halfway up. 
3. Reversing one of the shapes, students slip one shape  

over the other to create a three-dimensional form. 
4. Next try a cactus or a cowboy hat shape. When cutting 

in half, one of the shapes must be upside down, so it 
will slip correctly over the other shape when completed. 

 
Read Vincent Van Gogh (Getting to Know the Wor ld’s Greatest Ar tists) by Mike 
Venezia. Research Vincent Van Gogh.  Identify his art style.   
 
Self-Portraits using the Art Elements:  L ine, Shape, Color  and Texture 

1.   Show examples of Vincent Van Gogh’s self-portraits.  Ask the students to notice 
his use of thick paint.  Ask students to look closely at Van Gogh’s expression, his 
position, and the texture created by the impasto, heavy use of paint showing the 
marks of the brush. Point out the repeated broken lines in the background. 

2. Each student starts with a piece of thick paper.  Have them look in a mirror and use 
a pencil to draw themselves from the shoulders up.  First, draw an oval for the 
shape of the face. Talk about how the face is symmetrical (same on both sides). 
Then draw the eyes in the center of the face, and add eye brows, nose, mouth, chin, 
ears and hair. Talk about the different shapes and lines used to make each part of 
the face. Have them draw their neck and shoulders large enough to fill the page.  

3.   Using a paintbrush, the students apply thickened paint to their faces, eyes, lips, 
hair, and clothes on the self-portrait to give it a more textured look.  Let the paint 
dry. 

4.   Students trace over the portrait lines with a large black 
sharpie or permanent marker. 

5.   Students cut out the self-portraits. 
6. Using watered-down glue and a brush, students cover  

a second sheet of paper with torn tissue paper bits.   
Students pick a color family for their background  
(warm or cool). The pieces should overlap one another.  

7.   When the tissue paper is dry, students glue their self-
portraits onto the background. 

8.   Students sign their artwork and it is ready for display! 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Cowboys, Indians and Art  
Vocabulary Words: 

 

Two-dimensional - Having only two dimensions,  
especially length and width. A flat piece  
of artwork such as a drawing or a painting.  

Three-dimensional - Having three dimensions – height, width, and 
depth, such as sculpture or pottery. 

Elements of Ar t -  “ Ingredients”  artists use in their art 
work, such as line, shape and color.  

Line - An element of art that artists use to make a mark on a surface. 
Lines can be straight, broken, curved, wavy, zigzag and spiral. 

Shape -  An element of art that artists use when they bend a line so that the two 
ends touch each other. Shapes can be geometric like a triangle or square or organic 
like a tree or f lower. 

Color  - An element of art that goes with lightness and darkness. 
Primary colors are red, yellow, and blue. Secondary colors are  
orange, green and violet and are made by mixing two primary  
colors together. 

West - The region of the United States west of the Mississippi 
River. The western part of a region or country. 
 
Native American - Any member of the peoples living in North or 
South America before the Europeans arrived; also called Indians. 

Cowboy - A hired hand that tends cattle  
and performs other duties on horseback. 

Cattle - Domesticated mammals, including cows, steers, 
bulls and oxen, often raised for meat and dairy products. 

Horse - A large hoofed mammal having a shorthaired coat, 
a long mane and a long tail, domesticated since ancient 
times and used for riding, and for carrying loads.  
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