Booth Western Art M useum

15t- 5t Presidents and Heroes Tour

Pre- and Post Visit Activities
For Students Visiting the Museum

Dear Teacher,

In afew weeks, you and your class will be visiting the Booth Western Art Museum.

We hope it will be both educational and fun for your students. Y our group is scheduled to take
the Presidents and Heroes Tour, which gives the students arare glimpse into the lives of the
Presidents. A variety of activities are used to guide your students on afact-finding assignment
through the letters and portraits of the Chief Executives from George Washington to George W.
Bush.

The following are suggested pre- and post visit activities for studentsvisiting the museum.
Please give your class background information on the Presidents and our system of government.
Participate in some of these activities in order to make their field trip to the Museum more
meaningful.

1st - 5th grade Objectives:
Students will
1. Identify theroles of the President, governor and mayor.
2. ldentify the contributions made by important Presidents such as George Washington,
Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Theodore Roosevelt, Lyndon B. Johnson and Jimmy
Carter.
3. Namethethree levels of government (national, state and local) and the three branches
of government (executive, legisative and judicid).
4. List positive traits of key Presidents.

Vocabulary:
President, Constitution, Congress, Judiciary, Executive,
Declaration of Independence, Bill of Rights

Suggested Topics to Discuss:

1. Presidents

2. Branches of our Government: Legislative, Judiciary, Executive
3. Thefreedoms granted by the Bill of Rights

4. Different Art Mediums: Portraits, Photographs and Sculptures



Pre-Visit ACTIVITIES:

Sing Patriotic Songs with the students. Suggested songs:
“Yankee Doodle Dandy”, “America the Beautiful”, “My Country ‘Tis of Theg”,
“God Bless America’, “Stars and Stripes Forever”, “This Land is Your Land”,
“When Johnny Comes Marching Home’, “Marine Hymn",

“Battle Hymn of the Republic” and “Dixi€’

Check out this website for songs and lyrics: http://www.niehs.nih.gov/kids/musi cpatriot.htm

Make a Lincoln stove pipe hat from atoilet paper roll and black
construction pgoer.

Make a Lincoln Penny necklace. Glue a penny on the middle of a
die-cut star and thread yarn. Use a hole-punch to make ahole a
and thread yarn through it to make anecklace.

Sort coins by size, shape and color. Then make a Money and the Presidents Graph.

Make two columnsfor heads and tails and flip the penny and the column that fills up the

fastest is the winner.
Make coin rubbings. Place paper over coins and rub with the side of apencil or crayon.

Paint each child's arm brown and hand and fingers green and print on white paper to
make acherry tree. When dry, have the children dip their fingers in red paint to make
cherries.

Make your own Word Hunt using the Learning About Our Presidents and Government
workshest.

Read and Discuss:

Presidents All You Need to Know by Carter Smith

Presidents Day (Rookie Read-About Holidays) by David F. Marx

D is for Democracy: A Citizen's Alphabet by Elissa Grodin and Victor Jahasz

America : APatriotic Primer by Lynne Cheney and Robin Preiss Glasser

When Washington Crossed the Delaware: A Wintertime Story for Young Patriots
by Lynne Cheney and Peter Fiore

President Adams’ Alligator and Other White House Pets by Peter W. Barnes
and Cheryl Shaw Barnes

Wackiest White House Pets by Gibbs Davis

So You Want to Be President? By Judith St. George

First Kids by Gibbs Davis

What Presidents Are Made Of by Hanoch Piven

If theWalls Could Talk Family Life at the White House by Jane 0’ Connor




Post Visit ACTIVITIES:

Have a President Washington Coloring contest.

Make a presidentia wig by cutting one side off of asmall lunch
bag, then gluing cotton balls all over it.

History in a Box: Have each student bring in an empty cered
box and cover it with paper. Each student selects a President to
illustrate on the box. On construction paper, each student draws pictures and/or cuts
pictures out of magazines and writes dates and facts pertaining to the President.

The pictures and information are glued on the box.

Character Sketches: Select one President. Have students brainstorm alist of words
about aPresident and list them on the board. Have students write a paragraph about that
person using some of thewords on the list. Students may sketch a likeness of the
President and put on display with their paragraph.

Write an Up and Down Poem using a President’s name or
patriotic word

Use patriotic shapes and symbols to make a bookmark or a
mobile.

Studentsresearch aPresident then fill out the attached
Garden of Greatness Presidential Flower sheet.

Suggested Websites

www.whitehouse.gov/history/presidents/
www.whitehouse.gov/kids/presidents/
familyeducation.com

www.ibiblio.org/lia/president/

www.enchantedlear ning.com/history/us/pres/list.shtml
www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/hunt/hunt023.shtml




Presidents and Heroes
Vocabulary Words:
President - An executive officer or person who holds the office of head of

state of the United States government. The President of the United Statesis
elected every four years.

Congtitution - The system of fundamenta laws and principles that prescribes the nature,
functions, and limits of a government or another institution. The Constitution is the fundamenta
law of the United States, framed in 1787, retified in 1789, and variously amended since then.

Judiciary - The judicia branch of government. A system of courts of law for the administration
of justice. Thejudges of these courts are in the judiciary.

Legislative - Belonging to the branch of government that is charged with such powers as
making laws, levying and collecting taxes, and making financial appropriations

Executive - Carrying out laws belonging to the branch of government that is charged with pow-
ers as diplomatic representation, overseeing the execution of laws, and appointment of officials.

Declaration of I ndependence - Thedeclaration of the Congress of the Thirteen United States
of America, on the 4th of July, 1776, by which they formally declared that these colonies were
free and independent States, not subject to the government of Great Britain. The document re-

cords the proclamation of the second Continental Congress.

Bill of Rights- The first ten amendments to the U.S. Constitution, added in 1791 to protect
certain rights of citizens. A statement of fundamentd rights and
privileges guaranteed to apeople against violation by the
government.

Congress - Thenationa legidative body of the United States,
consisting of the Senate and the House of Representatives.

Senate - The upper house of the U.S. Congress, to which two
members are elected from each state by popular vote for asix-
year term.

House of Representatives - The lower house of the U.S. Congress and of
most state legislatures.

Supreme Court - The highest federd court in the United States, comprised
of 9 justices, that hasfind jurisdiction over all other courtsin the nation. It

is the highest court in most states within the United States and is also cdled
high court.
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